




 

  

July 28, 2020 
 
 
RE: SPaRC Collaboration Award Nomination 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am pleased to nominate leaders and staff members of both the Cancer Center at Illinois and the 
Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and Technology who partnered on a new Tissue Engineering 
and Phenotyping Core Facility. It will support a variety of biomedical experiments, store valuable 
research materials, and provide professionally staffed services for more than 70 federally-funded 
investigators researching food, nutrition, energy, health sciences, and cancer. Many people from both 
institutes worked together to respond to the National Institutes of Health’s Biomedical Research 
Facilities (C06) call for proposals. The NIH gave the proposal a perfect score and awarded the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign $3.3 million for the project. Construction will tentatively begin in 
November 2020. 
 
The new facility, which is expected to be completed in the fall of 2021, will foster interdisciplinary 
research, outreach, and education. The people who have been involved in this project are working to: 
 

1. Provide a state-of-the-art, flexible research infrastructure that strengthens biomedical research 
programs by providing proven and consistent biological resources, services, and superbly 
maintained facilities. 

2. Serve recent and emerging institution-wide biomedical research needs by being agile and 
responsible to opportunities. 

3. Provide a long-term, shared-use enhancement to the institutional research infrastructure. 
 
Of note: The team had to work efficiently and diligently to meet the proposal submission date of March 
4, 2019. Even though preliminary discussions began in late December 2018, the official kick-off meeting 
was January 23, 2019, leaving only 41 days to compose and assemble a complex proposal that required 
drawings, tables outlining equipment, sizes, existing research grants, and construction timelines in 
addition to the traditional NIH proposal documents. 

When awarding the grant, the NIH acknowledged both institutes’ leadership and commitment to 
broaden interdisciplinary research. The agency expressed faith in the involved facilities team members 
to finish the project on time and on budget based on the success of existing facilities within the 
Beckman Institute. 

Cancer Center personnel who contributed to the NIH C06 proposal and/or to the post-award 
management of the grant include: 



1. Director Rohit Bhargava along with Cancer Discovery Program Leader Timothy Fan and 
Associate Director for Shared CCIL Resources Joseph Irudayaraj provided overall leadership and 
vision for the Cancer Center at Illinois and the new facility itself. 

2. Former Program Manager Paloma Pearson helped organize the team and contributed to the 
scientific documentation. 

3. Assistant Director for Finance and Resource Planning Jason Butler worked with Beckman’s 
Associate Director for Administration Kara Johnson to compose a budget for the proposal. 

4. Tumor Engineering and Phenotyping Research Coordinator Hui Xu oversees the daily operations 
of the NIH core facility. 
 

Beckman Institute personnel who contributed to the NIH C06 proposal and/or to the post-award 
management of the grant include: 

1. Director Jeff Moore provided overall leadership and vision for the Beckman Institute and the 
facility’s role within the institute. 

2. Kara Johnson compiled the budget with Jason Butler, coordinated with SPA, Legal Counsel, and 
the OVCRI to secure the required institutional documentation, and supported the overall vision 
of the facility within Beckman. 

3. Associate Director for Research Patty Jones provided support for the scientific documentation 
and overall vision of the facility within Beckman. 

4. Director of Facilities and Planning Robert Fritz and Earle Heffley, an academic hourly on the 
facilities team, supported the project by reviewing the existing space, participating in the 
feasibility study, and contributing their expertise to the construction documentation. 

5. Grants and Contracts Coordinator Kara Haley contributed with the uploading of required 
documentation and reviewing proposal documentation for compliance with NIH guidelines. 

6. Grants and Contracts Specialist Lanata Kendrick coordinates the post-award management of the 
NIH grant including financial and construction reporting. 

7. Senior Coordinator of Research Programs Ashley Trimmell supports Director Moore’s research 
portfolio and assisted with required documentation both during the proposal and NIH Just in 
Time stages. 
 

I appreciate your consideration of the nomination of this outstanding group of individuals for the 
Collaboration Award.  It will be exciting to see how their continued dedication and enthusiasm for this 
new facility will impact research at this university and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kelli Wendt 
Director of Budget and Resource Planning 
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